
 Page 1 of 4  

 

 

 

A few notes and observations on cataloging your mineral collection 

 

Prepared by Julian C. Gray 

Focal Point Mineralogy, LLC 

Hillsboro, Oregon USA 

juliangrocks@gmail.com 

http://focalpointmineralogy.com 

 

 

Your catalog is one of  the most important parts of your collection.  A collection without a catalog is just 

an accumulation.  A catalog records valuable information about each specimen.  It tells others, not 

familiar with the collection, facts about the collection, facts that educate others.  People studying your 

collection through your catalog will learn what minerals occur at a mine or country.  They learn to 

recognize new or unfamiliar species.  They may learn something about the history of people – for instance 

that someone visited Namibia or Norway.  The latter could be used in constructing a biography of that 

collector.  If you carefully track changes in the value of a mineral, you can see changes in the mineral 

collecting hobby.  And you preserve minerals from mines that may be exhausted or no longer accessible. 

 

The process of cataloging can be tiresome, especially if you do not maintain your catalog.  But a catalog 

can be just as valuable as the collection itself. 

 

The following are a few definitions of key aspects of a mineral collection catalog.  Following these 

definitions is a thorough list of suggested fields for building a database.  These fields were modified from 

the list developed by Jean DeMouthe (2017), the late beloved and well-respected curator of the California 

Academy of Science.  I recommend that every collector buy and read a copy of this book. 

 

 

DeMouthe, Jean F. 2017. Care and Documentation of Mineral Collections. MSA Monograph Series, 

Publication 7. Virginia: Mineralogical Society of America. 

 

This publication is available from the Mineralogical Society of America: 

http://www.minsocam.org/msa/Monographs/#DeMouthe 

 

* * * * * * * 
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Notes, Cautions, Comments, and Suggestions: 

 

Cataloging: 

Accession – Accessioning, also known as Cataloging, is the process of adding the specimen to 

the collection.  It should happen as soon after acquiring the specimen as possible while 

the information about how it was acquired is still fresh in your mind. 

Catalog number (acquisition number) – Keep it simple.  Use consecutive numbers.  But add 

some identifying feature, like your initials.  That way when your collection is acquired by 

other in the future and merged with other collections, there is no danger of having several 

specimens with the same number (JCG001, JCG002, and so on are different from 001, 

002, 003 . . . ).  Always think of the future. 

Catalog numbers should be attached to the specimen box at a minimum and to the specimen itself 

if that is possible.  This is often not possible with micromounts, many thumbnails, and 

gemstones. 

Catalog – A catalog is the physical or electronic place where all the data on the specimens in 

your collection is maintained.  It is the thing that connects the story of the specimen to the 

specimen.  At a minimum, you should have a print version of your catalog, even if you 

have an electronic version and faithfully backup that catalog.  In truth, you should have 

both.  Perhaps start with an electronic catalog, but periodically print out a current copy.  

The print catalog could also be a card file or a ledger book recording. 

 

Locality is different from Location: 

Locality is where the specimen WAS FOUND.  Example: Sugar Grove, Pendelton County, West 

Virginia, United States 

Location is where the specimen IS NOW LOCATED. Examples: “Cabinet 12 – Oxides and 

Hydroxides, Drawer 4” or “Shelf 32-C, Box 154” or “On display”.  Think of the 

procedure you use to find a book in a library.  How do you find a book in a library?  Do 

you wander up and down the aisles until you find the book you are looking for?  No.  

You go to the library card catalog and get the item number, floor, and shelf where the 

book is located.  Similarly, you should have an entry for Location in your catalog to help 

you locate minerals in your collection. 

Locality is THE most important thing to record with the specimen.  More important even than the 

mineral name, since you may find that the mineral was misidentified to begin with.  Also, 

if the identity is lost or forgotten, you can reidentify the mineral; it is often impossible to 

determine locality once lost.  Locality information should be as detailed as possible and 

get down at least to the county/province level. 

 

Deaccessions: 

Deaccessioning is the process of formally removing a specimen from a collection.  Deaccessions 

are to a collection what pruning is to a garden.  They free up space for more minerals, 

allow you to upgrade your collection, and generate cash to buy more minerals.  Plus, 

deaccessioned minerals are put back into circulation for other collectors to enjoy. 

 

Other possible fields not listed here: 

Properties: 

This becomes important if you are specialized in your collecting habits.  Sub-collections 

can be things like: single crystals, fluorescent minerals, minerals from type localities. 

Photographs 
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Category Field Description 

Accession Catalog_Number 
 

 
Quality_Factor Subjective quality of the specimen: 

1 to 5 where 1 = lowest and 5 = highest  
Collection Thumbnail, macro, or micro 

Specimen 

Data 

Mineral_name IMA approved species name for the dominant mineral in the 

subject  
Common name Common or obsolete name, trade name 

 
Variety Mineral variety 

 
Mineral_Class Chemical mineral class (native element, sulfide, oxide, etc.) 

 
Accessory_minerals Associated mineral species 

 
Matrix Description of the rock matrix if present 

 
Description Detailed description of the specimen 

 
Size Overall dimensions, length of main xl, carat weight if gem 

 
Environment Environment of formation (pegmatite, hydrothermal vein, 

etc.) 

Locality 

Information 

Locality Mine or site name 

 
Locality_Detail Additional details on the locality: stope, mine level, pocket 

name, etc.  
Locality_Geo_Feature Nearby geographic features - Highway 13 roadcut, or 

Xueboading Mountain, e.g.  
City Nearest city or municipality 

 
County County, province, etc. 

 
State State, district, province, department, prefecture, etc. 

 
Country Country 

Location 

Information 

Location Where is the specimen currently located (room, shelf, box #) 

Acquisition 

and Value 

Date_accessioned Date the specimen was cataloged 

 
Date_Acquired Date when the specimen was taken into the collection, 

regardless of acquisition method.  
How_Acquired Personally collected, purchase, exchange, donation 

 
Source Dealer, prior owner, or donor's name 

 
Original_Price  The original price paid for the specimen 

 
Current_Value  Current appraised value 

 
Appraiser Name of the appraiser 

 
Date_Appraised Date of the current appraised value 

Deaccession 

Information 

Deaccession_date Date specimen removed from collection 

 
Reason_for_deaccessio

n 

Reason for deaccession.  Examples: duplicate, upgrade, 

damaged, change in collecting focus  
Deaccession_method Sale, exchange, destroyed 

 
Sale_price Price received if the specimen was sold 

 
Current_owner Name of person(s) who currently own the specimen 
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Provenance Collectors_name Who initially collected the specimen 
 

Date_collected Date the specimen was collected 
 

Provanence_notes Details like the name of pocket, previous owners, labels, etc. 

Other Notes Any additional information about this specimen. 

Identificatio

n 

Identification_method How the specimen was identified: visual recognition, XRD, 

EMPA, optical properties, etc.  
References Any reference material related to the specimen and its 

locality 

 


